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a member from an agriculture state, I think it 
is important to ensure our agriculture commu-
nity has the labor they need. I support parallel 
legislation to provide a workable guest worker 
program that includes the necessary safe-
guards to ensure that guest workers leave on 
time. This should be easier to do because with 
mandatory employment verification guest 
workers will not be able to secure a legal job 
in the U.S. after their seasonal work visa ex-
pires. 

The Legal Workforce Act also implements 
worker protections for mismatched Social Se-
curity numbers and use of multiple Social Se-
curity numbers. The bill also provides good 
faith exemptions for employers who use the 
program while increasing the penalties for em-
ployers who knowingly hire illegal immigrants. 

The Legal Workforce Act is a thoughtful and 
comprehensive approach to mandatory em-
ployment verification and E-Verify is ready to 
fulfill the obligation. America is ready for man-
datory employment verification: employers are 
required by law to hire a legal workforce, and 
mandatory E-Verify will ensure that they are 
complying with the law. 

While the legal name of the current program 
is ‘‘Basic Pilot Program,’’ the effective brand 
name is E-Verify. Many businesses have in-
corporated the term ‘‘E-Verify’’ into their busi-
ness and marketing plans. I would strongly 
suggest that we enshrine the name in law to 
provide clarity and continuity for businesses 
currently using E-Verify. 

E-Verify is an extremely effective program 
and as we’ve seen from recent actions all over 
the country, from Arizona to Rhode Island, 
mandatory employment verification is quickly 
becoming a reality. As Members of Congress 
responsible for controlling our borders and en-
forcing legal employment, let’s build upon 
what works and give the American people 
what they want: a federal law mandating em-
ployment verification. 
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Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Saint Vincent’s Day Home 
(SVDH) as it celebrates the amazing mile-
stone of its Centennial. Over the last 100 
years, in the same Victorian house in which it 
was founded, the Sisters of the Holy Family 
and SVDH’s Board of Directors, staff and sup-
porters have provided Oakland’s low-income 
children and their families with countless op-
portunities to grow and thrive. On this truly 
momentous occasion, we recognize the stead-
fast commitment of SVDH to provide a safe, 
welcoming and hopeful space that nourishes 
the bodies, hearts and minds of West Oak-
land’s children. 

In 1911, The Archbishop of San Francisco, 
Most Reverend Patrick Riordan, asked Sister 
Joseph and Sister Agnes of the Sisters of the 
Holy Family to select a site in Oakland for the 
establishment of a new convent and day 
home. An 1863, 14-room Queen Anne Vic-
torian house was purchased for a bargain 
price, and after a dedication ceremony on Oc-
tober 2, 1911 and a grand opening on the 

16th, Saint Vincent’s Day Home was officially 
in service. Located on the second floor of the 
residence, the Day Home was already serving 
32 children in its first month. In the 1920s, the 
Day Home expanded operations as the con-
vent moved to Piedmont and the organization 
received additional funding through what is 
now called the United Way. By the following 
decade, 180 children were enrolled in SVDH 
and the Day Home was growing to include in-
creased support and programming. Today, 
SVDH serves over 230 children, ages two 
through six, and counting. 

Over the last 40 years, SVDH has struck a 
vital balance between the introduction of mod-
ern revitalization efforts and the maintenance 
of its core values of service. For these rea-
sons and more, it has become a national 
model of care for toddlers, preschoolers, 
kindergarteners and youth. From its first major 
expansion in 1976, to the launch of its Chil-
dren’s Fund a decade later and its first com-
puter lab in 1991, SVDH has utilized a col-
laborative leadership process that includes 
founding parties, parents and lay Board mem-
bers in its ongoing and successful operation. 

More than 32,000 children have benefitted 
from SVDH’s culturally competent education 
and literacy programs, as well as its referrals 
to comprehensive services that help keep fam-
ilies afloat. It’s dedicated community, govern-
ment and private partners, including United 
Way of the Bay Area, the California Depart-
ment of Education, Chevron Corporation, 
Scott’s Seafood Restaurant, S.H. Cowell 
Foundation and the Sisters of the Holy Family 
(just to name a few), are helping SVDH to 
champion family literacy and jump-start child 
development for decades to come. 

Therefore, on behalf of the residents of Cali-
fornia’s 9th Congressional District, I would like 
to salute Saint Vincent’s Day Home, and all of 
those who have contributed to its century of 
service. Thank you for your inestimable con-
tributions to our community. Once again, con-
gratulations, and I wish you the very best as 
you strive for another 100 years of excellence. 
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the extraordinary achievements of my 
constituent, Nancy Grace Roman. One of the 
world’s most significant women in the history 
of science, Dr. Roman has dedicated her life 
to the exploration of the universe. Often called 
the ‘‘Mother of Hubble’’ thanks to her efforts to 
make the Hubble Space Telescope a reality, 
Dr. Roman was critical to establishing the new 
era of space-based astronomical instrumenta-
tion. Recently, she was honored by NASA with 
a fellowship in her name, the Nancy Grace 
Roman Technology Fellowship in Astro-
physics, which will help young researchers 
achieve scientific breakthroughs in the devel-
opment of innovative technologies, just as Dr. 
Roman did decades ago. Only the fourth per-
son recognized by NASA with a fellowship, 
she joins the ranks of Albert Einstein, Edwin 
Hubble and Carl Sagan in being so honored. 

Dr. Roman’s fascination with outer space 
began at a young age. Her passion for the 

universe was fueled in large part by her par-
ents. Her father, a geophysicist, answered her 
scientific questions, while her mother, a teach-
er, exposed Nancy to nature and spent nights 
observing the sky with her daughter and point-
ing out such astronomical phenomena as con-
stellations and the aurora. Dr. Roman knew 
from her early childhood that she wanted to 
devote her life to astronomy, even organizing 
an astronomy club to observe the constella-
tions with her friends when she was just elev-
en years old. 

Dr. Roman’s dream of a life in science 
came true, as she devoted her career to un-
derstanding the nature of stars. Dr. Roman re-
ceived a B.A. in astronomy from Swarthmore 
College in 1946 and a doctorate in astronomy 
from the University of Chicago in 1949. She 
then began working as a research associate in 
the radio astronomy branch of the U.S. Naval 
Research Laboratory. In 1959, NASA recruited 
Dr. Roman to set up a program in space as-
tronomy. As NASA’s first chief of astronomy, 
Dr. Roman traveled across the United States, 
seeking to identify the needs of astronomers 
nationwide. She then established a committee 
of astronomers and NASA engineers to deter-
mine the kinds of satellites that were nec-
essary and that could feasibly be engineered. 
Dr. Roman once described looking at the uni-
verse through the atmosphere as ‘‘somewhat 
like looking through a piece of old, stained 
glass.’’ Her deep passion and determination 
for finding newer, more efficient methods of 
astronomical exploration that would solve this 
problem inspired her to help facilitate the de-
velopment of the most powerful and versatile 
instrument of its time—the Hubble Space Tel-
escope. Her role in the creation of this extraor-
dinary piece of technology led Dr. Roman to 
be affectionately known as the ‘‘Mother of 
Hubble.’’ Following her work with the Hubble 
Space Telescope, Dr. Roman served as Chief 
of NASA’s Astronomy and Relativity Pro-
grams, the first woman ever to hold an execu-
tive position at NASA. There, she was in-
volved with, among other things, planning nu-
merous satellite and rocket exploration pro-
grams. 

In addition to having made numerous pro-
fessional contributions to science, Dr. Roman 
is an inspiration to women of all ages and 
backgrounds. She grew up knowing what she 
wanted to do with her life but, as a woman of 
that era, she was forced to deal with a con-
stant stream of disparaging comments from 
people around her. When Dr. Roman opted to 
take an additional year of high school mathe-
matics instead of Latin, she was ridiculed by 
the school guidance counselor, who rejected 
the prospect of a girl choosing to pursue such 
a field. Her friends also tried to discourage her 
from science and mathematics, insisting that it 
was not the correct path for a woman of her 
generation to follow. Women of Dr. Roman’s 
generation were often discouraged from pur-
suing any professional career, much less one 
in the sciences. Despite this, Dr. Roman fol-
lowed her passion. She defied generational 
stereotypes, persevering to become one of the 
most eminent and influential women of her 
generation. Today, Dr. Roman remains an ac-
tive member of the American Association of 
University Women and the River Road Uni-
tarian Universalist Congregation in Bethesda, 
Maryland. Since retiring from NASA in 1979, 
she spends much of her time consulting, 
teaching, and lecturing around the country and 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:56 Oct 15, 2011 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A14OC8.018 E14OCPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-08T08:36:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




